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Community Development Initiatives
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Leadership And Advocacy Institute To Advance 

Minnesota’s Parity For Priority Populations (LAAMPP)
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LAAMPP Fellows & Policy 

Champions
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Sovereignty
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Commercial Tobacco Use

• 59% of AI adults 
smoke compared to 
state rate of 14%

• 71% of AI are 
exposed to 
Secondhand smoke 
at community 
locations compared 
to 30% statewide



Two Tobacco Ways
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Traditional Tobacco
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Commercial Tobacco
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Tribal Tobacco Education and Policy

Tribal Tobacco 
Education and 

Policy

(TTEP)

National Native 
Network

Training and TA 
(MDH and BCBS)

Mentorship

Other Partners 
(Native Americans 

in Philanthropy 
and American 
Indian Cancer 
Foundation)

TTUPTTEP Evaluation

Sustainability

Gathering of 
Native Americans 

(GONA)

Keep Tobacco 
Sacred Media 

Campaign
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Keep Tobacco Sacred Campaigns
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I See Generations
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Best Public Art in The City Pages
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The Sioux Chef Award Winning 

Cookbook
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KQED: Sampson Brothers Video
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Reclaiming Sacred Tobacco



Tribal Tobacco Education & Policy (TTEP)

Leech 
Lake

Upper Sioux

Bois Forte

Mille Lacs

White Earth

Fond du Lac



Tribal Tobacco Education & Policy (TTEP)

Bois Forte

FIRSTS! 

-Smoke free foster care
-Smoke free powwow 
areas
Plus
-Smoke free -tribal 
buildings w/ 50’ buffer
-Smoke free casino dining 
and public areas





Tribal Tobacco Education & Policy (TTEP)

Fond du Lac

FIRSTS! 

-Funded position!
-Smoke free gaming floor
-Comprehensive smoke 
free tribal buildings
-Smoke free powwows
Plus 
-Asemaa trained citizens
-Smoke free casino dining 
and public areas





Tribal Tobacco Education & Policy (TTEP)

Mille Lacs

FIRSTS! 

-Asemaa only Big Drum 
ceremonies
-Smoke free elder housing
Plus
-Smoke free powwow 
areas – HINCKLEY!
-Smoke free casino event 
center and dining





Tribal Tobacco Education & Policy (TTEP)

Upper Sioux

FIRSTS! 

-Smoke free playgrounds
-Smoke free –casino 
offices
Plus
-Smoke free tribal 
buildings





Tribal Tobacco Education & Policy (TTEP)

White Earth

FIRSTS! 

-Casino air quality study
-Smoke free casino event 
center
-Tribal sponsored asemaa 
gardens
Plus
-Smoke free powwow 
areas
Smoke free tribal buildings 
-Smoke free casino dining





Tribal Tobacco Education & Policy (TTEP)

Leech 
Lake

FIRSTS! 

-Smoke free tribal college!
Plus
-Smoke free village 
councils and community 
centers
-Amazing asemaa 
champions
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Lessons Learned

• Working in collaboration with community from beginning 

to end of all projects including:

 Crafting RFP’s

 Frameworks

 Theory of Change

 Media Campaigns
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Pinamiya!(Thank you)

CoCo Villaluz

cvillaluz@clearwaymn.org

mailto:cvillaluz@clearwaymn.org

